
 
 
US Chesed  
 
Shimon the Righteous, a 4th century BCE Jewish sage, famously said: “The world stands on 3 things: 
Torah (Jewish Learning), Avodah (The service of God) and Gemilut chasadim (loving kindness) This is 
reflected in the way in which caring about others continues to be central to the United Synagogue’s 
values.  
 
Volunteers are a vital part of the visible United Synagogue, but people may not be aware of the 
discreet role taken our huge number of volunteers in caring. This could be helping someone with their 
shopping, visiting a patient in hospital or donating food for people in need. US Chesed, with the help 
of over 1,000 volunteers across our communities, supports our members as well as the wider 
community in which we live.  
 
Our priorities are:- 

 Our own members – through US Community Cares (USCC) 

 Young people whose parents cannot afford to send them on Tribe programmes – through our 
bursary scheme 

 Jewish patients and prisoners – through the provision of chaplaincy services  

 The wider Jewish and non-Jewish community – through our social responsibility schemes 
 
USCC: US Community Cares provides training, support and guidance to around 50 synagogue-based 
care groups. This helps them in providing services of practical and emotional support to members. The 
services may be given by volunteers but our aim is for them to be of a professional quality.  Whether 
it’s a home visit, arranging transport for hospital appointments, Shabbat hospitality, bereavement 
befriending, providing Pesach food packages to those members in need or delivering a honey cake 
and checking on the well-being of our older members or communal coffee mornings/lunches/ teas, 
these are the services that make a real difference to the day to day lives of our members. With an 
ageing community, the call on our services is becoming ever greater.  
 
Jewish Visiting: We aim to ensure that Jewish hospital patients in the Greater London area and Jewish 
prisoners throughout England and Wales are visited and assisted by Jewish visitors and chaplains. This 
is a cross-communal initiative supporting Jewish people irrespective of their affiliation.   
 
Social Responsibility: We promotes schemes which encourage our members to volunteer in social 
responsibility activities that will make a positive impact on the wider Jewish community and beyond. 
Hundreds of US families have participated in some of our projects whether that is cooking for victims 
of domestic abuse living in refuges or people living in homeless shelters, volunteering at our drop-in 
centre for asylum-seekers or packing food for Mishloach manot boxes for groups such as the elderly, 
Jewish blind and disabled and children at Norwood. Our members have also been encouraged to 
donated a whole host of items  such as non-perishable food for food banks and Gift,  warm winter 
clothes, nappies , toiletries, books and toys for those in need, both inside and outside the UK.  
 
The work of US Chesed positively benefits thousands of members as well as people outside of the 
United Synagogue. This Kol Nidre, you can help US Chesed to carry out its vital work and help even 
more people. 
 


